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TAGS: PINA, PQQV, PINS, AF 

SU8J: <C) CONDITION OF FORMER PRESIDENT TARAKl 

1. CC - ENTTHE TEXT) 

2. A GENERALLY WELL- INFORMED AFGHAN SOURCE TOLO THE EMBASSY. 
ON SEPTEMBER 27 THAT FORMER PRESIDENT NOOR MOHAMMAD TARAKl 
IS STILL ALIVE, BUT PARALYZED. 

J. COMMENT: TARAKl IS SLOWLY FADING FROM THE ^5*£5 SCENE, 
LIKE THE CHESHIRE CAT IN -ALICE IN WONDERLAND.* SINCE THE 
OFFICIAL POWER- TURNOVER ANNOUNCEMENT OF SEPTEMBER U % HIS 
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NAME HAS NOT APPEARED IN THE AFGHAN MEOIA, WHICH ARE ALl 
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GQ¥ERNHENT-CQHTROLLEO. ALTHOUGH PRESIOENT HAFUULLAH AMI* 
MO* HAKES FREQUENT REFERENCE TO THE EXCESSES OF THE PRE- 
SEPTEMBER 16 PAST, HE HAS HOT ELECTEO THUS FAR TO CRITICI2E 
TARAKl SPECIFICALLY. HZ PROBABLY THIHKS IT IS STIlL TOO 
EARLY TO TACKLE HEAQ-ON TARAKPS RESIDUAL POPULARITY AND 
PRESTIGE! SINCE *HAT LITTLE THERE HAS OF TARAKTS GREATLY 
EKCEEOEO AHIN'S 0*N PUBLIC STANOING. AHSTUTZ 
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